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WBHDC statement on leadership change
Wood Buffalo Housing & Development Corporation thanks Bryan
Lutes for a decade of leadership
Fort McMurray – The Wood Buffalo Housing & Development Corporation (WBHDC)
announces today that Bryan Lutes, who joined WBHDC in 2005 and assumed its
presidency in 2006, is departing the corporation effective Friday, April 22, 2016.
“I’m very pleased with what WBHDC has accomplished since I joined the team,” said
Lutes. “We’ve been recognized across the nation as one of Canada’s most effective
affordable housing agencies, and we’ve done that in the country’s most challenging real
estate market.
“I am proud to have led the team that brought new programs, new partnerships and new
building technologies to Wood Buffalo” said Lutes, “that have helped so many people
secure stable housing as the first step to becoming important members of our community.
And I’m grateful to that team for their commitment to our mission.”
Mr. Lutes has been instrumental in the growth of GAP housing in Wood Buffalo, housing
alternatives that ‘bridge the gap’ between social housing for the most disadvantaged,
subsidized by the Province, and market housing that has risen in cost twice as fast as in
any other Canadian city for more than the past decade, quickly pricing it well beyond the
reach of many ordinary working people.
“Under Bryan’s tenure, WBHDC entered into important partnerships with public sector
employers in Wood Buffalo that helped them to recruit and retain essential personnel –
people like teachers, nurses, police officers and municipal employees,” said Maggie
Farrington, newly-elected Chair of WBHDC’s Board of Directors. “We wish him the
very best as he moves into the next phase of his career.”
The Board of Directors will form a search committee to begin an immediate executive
search for a new President & Chief Executive Officer. In the meantime, Chief Financial
Officer Greg Elsasser will provide interim leadership until a new President & CEO is
appointed.
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Celebrating its 15th Anniversary in 2016, the Wood Buffalo Housing & Development
Corporation has helped more than 7,000 individuals, families and seniors of low to
modest incomes find affordable housing in Wood Buffalo.
For more information, contact:
Maggie Farrington, Chair, WBHDC
Phone: (780) 792-9021
Visit our website at http://www.wbhadc.ca.
Stay tuned for the launch of our new website.

